[image: A close up of a logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

YEAR OF ST FRANCIS — CELEBRATION OF THE WORD (PRIMARY)
This resource has been created by the Oscar Romero Award Trust as a response to Pope Leo’s dedication of this year to St Francis. Our former pope, Francis, took this name as he was inspired by this saint’s simplicity and dedication to the poor. For teachers only: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2026-01/year-saint-francis-indulgence-assisi.html
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	Prayer table/focus point
	You may wish to have a simple focal point with symbols linked to St Francis of Assisi.
These can be explained briefly by the leader or pupils at the beginning of the celebration. Possible symbols include:
· A plant or natural objects – St Francis loved creation and cared for the Earth.
· A photo or toy animal / pet – St Francis is the patron saint of animals and birds.
· A cross – St Francis chose to follow Jesus’ way of love and peace.
· A crib or nativity figure – St Francis created the first nativity to help people understand Jesus’ birth.
· An image of St Francis with marks on his hands (for older pupils) – showing how he shared in Jesus’ suffering.

Alternatively, you may wish to invite pupils to look closely at images of St Francis on the opening slide and reflect together:
· What do all the images have in common?
(Nature, prayer, wearing simple brown clothing)
· What do they tell us about St Francis?
(He loved nature — he is the patron saint of nature and animals.
He lived simply as a friar and began a religious community called the Franciscans. He was a deeply prayerful, gentle, and peaceful man.)


	Title Slide:
Year of St Francis
	Reader: In the name of the +Father, and of the +Son, and of the +Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Reader: Today we gather to begin the Year of St Francis, a special year marking 800 years since the death of St Francis of Assisi. 

This year has been announced by Pope Leo XIV, who invites the Church to reflect on St Francis’ message of care, peace, dignity and love for creation, which is especially important in our world today. 

We remember that Pope Francis chose his name after St Francis. He wanted the Church to follow St Francis’ example of caring for the poor, protecting creation and living simply. 

Today, we think about how we can care for people, creation, and peace, just like St Francis.

	Praise Be Slide
	Reader: Let us now sing a song called Laudato Si’. These words mean “Praise be to you, O God.” 
Sing song: Laudato Si, O Mi Signor

They come from a prayer written by St Francis, praising God for all of creation. They also remind us of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’, which teaches us to care for our common home — the Earth — and for the poorest people who are most affected when the world is harmed. 
Discuss with your partner: What would you like to praise God for? (Share)

	Psalm Slide (Psalm 148)
	Reader: We now listen to words from Psalm 148, which praise God for all that He has made: 

(Read slowly and clearly, pausing after each phrase) 
“Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
praise him in the heights. 
Praise him, sun and moon; 
praise him, all shining stars… 
Praise the Lord from the earth, sea creatures and all depths… 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created.”

	Scripture Reflection Slide – Canticle Link
	Reader: Let us sit quietly for a few moments and let God’s word sink into our hearts. St Francis was inspired by the words of this psalm so he wrote a special prayer called a canticle praising God for all He has made and given us. (Optional: watch CAFOD’s video of St Francis’ prayer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X4tv19Muk4)


	Scripture Reflection Slide – Creation and Care
	Reader: This psalm reminds us that all creation praises God — the sun, the stars, the sea, animals, and people. 

St Francis believed that everything God made was part of one family. He called the sun his brother and the Earth his sister. 

Today, we will think about how we are called to care for God’s creation, just as St Francis did.

	St Francis Story Slide
	Reader: St Francis of Assisi lived many years ago. At first, he lived a comfortable life. But when he met people who were poor and sick, his heart began to change. 

St Francis chose to live simply. He cared for people who were lonely or forgotten. He cared for animals, plants, and the Earth. 

In the story of the Wolf of Gubbio, people were afraid. But St Francis did not use anger or force. He listened, spoke gently, and helped everyone choose peace instead of fear. 

St Francis shows us that care and peace take courage, and that love can change hearts.

	Video Slide (Optional)
	Reader: We are now going to watch a short video about St Francis of Assisi. As you watch, think about this question: 

How does St Francis show care for people and for creation? 
(Optional video link for younger groups or home learning)
Watch a child-friendly retelling of the Wolf of Gubbio story here (sung) → https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8ZHtwKga_o


	CST Principles Slides
	Reader: St Francis helps us understand Catholic Social Teaching, which shows us how to live like Jesus every day. 

Which CST principles can you see in St Francis’ life? 

(Pause for responses.) 

• Care for Creation – God’s world is precious and must be protected. 
• Human Dignity – Every person matters and is loved by God. 
• Option for the Poor – We care especially for those who need help most. 
• Peace and the Common Good – We are all responsible for one another.

	Reflection Questions Slide
	Reader: Let us have a quiet moment to think: 

• Who might need my care or kindness today? 
• How can I show care with my words or actions?
• What is one thing I can thank God for today?
• How can I care for God’s world at school or at home? 
• How can I be a peacemaker today? 
(Pause for reflection. Sharing optional.)

	Guided Prayer Slide – Canticle of Creation
	Reader: We will now pray together using an adapted prayer inspired by St Francis’ Canticle of Creation. Different voices will help us praise God for His world. 
Child 1: Praise be to you, God, for Brother Sun, who gives us light and warmth. 
All: Help us care for your world. 

Child 2: Praise be to you, God, for Sister Moon and the stars, shining in the night sky. 
All: Help us care for your world. 

Child 3: Praise be to you, God, for Brother Wind and the air we breathe, for clouds and rain. 
All: Help us care for your world. 

Child 4: Praise be to you, God, for Sister Water, so precious and life-giving. 
All: Help us care for your world. 

Child 5: Praise be to you, God, for Sister Earth, who feeds us, supports us, and gives us life. 
All: Help us care for your world.

	Prayer Slide
	Reader: Let us pray together: 

All: God of creation, teach us to live simply, to care deeply, and to walk gently with one another and with the Earth. Through the example of St Francis, help us be people of peace, care, and hope. Amen.

	Mission Slide
	Reader: Today, choose one mission inspired by Jesus and St Francis: 

• Care for something living today. 
• Speak kindly and gently to others. 
• Forgive someone who has hurt you.
• Protect a shared space. 
• Reduce waste or reuse something. 

Or choose your own way to be a channel of peace.

	Final Blessing Slide
	Reader: Let us ask God to bless us as we go: 

In the name of the +Father, and of the +Son, and of the +Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen.

	Final Slide: Sing (Optional)
	Let us end our prayer time by singing Make Me a Channel of Your Peace, remembering how St Francis teaches us to live with love, care, and peace.



Schools may also wish to explore the optional “Year of St Francis Prayer & Reflection Pack” for creative prayer ideas, displays, and outdoor reflection.


Optional Further Resources (CAFOD & Creation)
The following optional links support the themes of St Francis, Catholic Social Teaching, and care for creation.
They are provided to help teachers deepen learning or prayer and may be used before, after, or instead of video content in this Celebration of the Word.
CAFOD – Laudato Si’ & Care for Creation
· Laudato Si’ for Children (Primary resources)
Short animations, prayer ideas, and activities linked to Pope Francis’ message of caring for our common home.
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/laudato-si-for-children
· Laudato Si’ Celebration of the Word (Primary)
An additional prayer resource exploring care for creation.
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/celebration-of-the-word-primary/laudato-si-celebration-of-the-word
· Catholic Social Teaching resources for children
Animations and activities exploring CST principles such as human dignity, the common good, and care for creation.
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/cst-resources-for-children
· The Canticle of the Sun (St Francis)
Prayer text and reflections inspired by St Francis’ Canticle of Creation.
https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/canticle-of-the-sun
Optional short videos (teacher preview recommended):
· CAFOD Laudato Si’ animation (short, child-friendly)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOgF2Kgel6k
· St Francis and the Wolf of Gubbio (short story/song)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkfG_Uk_M4E
Teachers are encouraged to select resources appropriate to their pupils and context.
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